
After sitting in the spot reserved for the 
President-Elect of  NAIOP-MD for the 
past two years during monthly NAIOP 
board meetings, Rob Bavar’s new position 
is clearly at the head of  the conference 
table. He is surrounded by past chairs Cole 
Schnorf  and Cathy Ward which provide 
a metaphoric comfort level, as well as a 
diverse and experienced board of  directors 
that bring a strong sense of  responsibility to 
membership. Still, Rob feels a bit of  pressure 
to get off  to the right start and advance the 
reputable name and excellent momentum 
of  the “voice of  the commercial real estate 
industry.”

In his “spare” time, Rob serves as Vice 
President of  Bavar Properties Group, LLC 
a family-owned commercial real estate 
development and investment company with 

a portfolio of  more than 2.5 million square feet of  commercial office, industrial and retail 
space throughout Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania and Florida

Rob is interested in making an early mark and definitive statement about his administration. 
Quality membership must be increased. Compelling monthly programming to encourage 
regular member participation is also vital. Securing community-based partnerships that 
can mobilize the developing leadership group to make a long-term difference is another 
important objective.

With strong committee leaders at the helm, the networking and educational initiatives are in 
good hands, which allows Rob to focus his attention on what he considers the most tangible, 
significant and far-reaching priority. “NAIOP-MD must serve as an industry advocate 
in Annapolis and before county governments. We must continue to build a coordinated, 
carefully-executed and successful legislative strategy,” Rob explained. “Anything less would 
be a great disservice to our membership and would place the entire commercial real estate 
industry at extreme risk. “Our industry as a whole continues to face difficult challenges due 
to the slowly-improving economy that, because of  typical real estate cycles, is working itself  
out. Of  somewhat greater concern is the proposed legislation that our industry faces on the 
local, state and federal levels that can prove to be extremely restrictive and expensive in the 
long-term,” he added.

Many of  these issues will be front and center during the 2010 Maryland General Assembly 
Session. “In the next several weeks, issues such as storm water management, permit tolling, 
additional taxes on real estate transactions and an impervious surface tax bill will be debated 

NAIOP-MD mourns the passing of  Leroy 
M. Merritt, founder of  Merritt Properties, 
Inc. and Merritt Athletic Club, as well as 
a recipient of  the NAIOP-MD Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2002. After building 
one of  the largest private com-mercial real 
estate development firms – with more than 
16 million square feet of  space throughout 
70 locations – Leroy stepped down from 
day-to-day management activities of  the 
company in 2000. This allowed him to invest 
more time into the Leroy Merritt Charitable 
Trust, which focuses on the continuing  
needs of  disadvantaged women and children. 
Donations in his honor can be made  
to the International Dyslexia Foundation  
(www.interdys.org).

The NAIOP-MD 2010 Awards of  Excellence 
committee is busy touring the properties that 
have been entered in this year’s competition, 
and making final recommendations for 
the winners in more than twenty different 
categories. “It is a true labor of  love 
to participate in this process, as well as  
educational for commercial real estate 
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720 Light Street
Baltimore, MD 21230

March 18  Sustainability Building breakfast
   Westin BWI
   8:00 am - 10:00 am

March 25  March Madness networking
   Luckies Tavern at Power Plant Live
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

April 22  Awards Gala 
   Baltimore Museum of  Art
   5:30 pm - 8:30 pm, 
   reception beings at 5 pm

May 10  Spring Golf  Outing
   Chestnut Ridge Country Club
   Luncheon begins at noon, followed by golf
   RSVP to Jenny at 410-752-3318

May 20  Legislative Update session with CE credits
   Sheraton BWI
   5:30 pm - 8:00 pm

professionals regardless of  their 
experience,” explained Connie Rhodes 
of  Rhodes Development, the chair of  the 
event. More than 60 different entries were 
received, which represents one the highest 
totals in several years.

“Because of  the current real estate 
environment, our committee was crossing 
our collective fingers about the turnout 
of  entries and was hopeful for a strong 
showing. We could not be more pleased 
about both the quantity and quality of  the 
entries, and believe the eventual winners 
will be reflective of  the superior work 
being performed by our membership,” 
Connie added.

NAIOP-MD members are encouraged 
to act quickly when purchasing tickets 
for “Night At The Museum,” the theme 
of  the awards celebration. It will be held 
on Thursday, April 22 at the Baltimore 
Museum of  Art. The venue is applying 
a strict attendance count and, as in past 
years, the event is expected to sell out. “To 
help squeeze a few more people in, we are 
not reserving actual seats for the committee 
members,” she laughed.

In addition to recognizing project work, 
individual awards will be presented for  
Lifetime Achievement, Broker of  the Year, 
Service Provider of  the Year, Developing 
Leader, the Greg Masi Volunteer of  the 
Year and the Pat Hughes Legislative 
Award.

Taylor Fields of  James F. Knott Realty 
Group and Liz Tarran-Jones of  Manekin, 
LLC are working with Connie on the 
awards event.

More than 150 professionals attended the Fall  
networking event at Geppi’s Entertainment Museum.


